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(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DOGGETT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EDWARDS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FROST) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FROST addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GREEN of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. RODRIGUEZ) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STRICKLAND addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BALLANCE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BALLANCE addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
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appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

IMMIGRATION AND AMNESTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
tonight to discuss a topic not unfa-
miliar to those who know that | have a
passion for and an interest in the issue
of immigration and immigration re-
form. Tonight, | wanted to specifically
refer to a proposal that has made its
way forward and that has a number of
interesting aspects.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, over the
last couple of years anyway, there have
been attempts on the floor of the House
here where many people have tried to
advance the cause and idea of amnesty
for people who are living here in the
United States illegally. It is something
we have done before, something we did
in the mid-1980s, and it has proven to
be disastrous from a variety of stand-
points.

You may recall that as a result of
amnesty for millions of people living
here illegally, millions more people
came illegally. Of course, this is only
logical. It is not surprising whatsoever
that if you tell someone that they can
enter the United States without going
through the legal process, without
going through the expense and waiting
in line, and that if they do that they
will be rewarded for that activity; that
we will provide you with all of the ben-
efits of those people who did wait in
line, well, then, of course, people will
not wait in line. It is pretty logical.

Nobody really, | think, is too sur-
prised by the fact that when | do travel
to the border and | talk to the border
patrol, they always say, | hope you
guys up there will stop using the word
‘““amnesty.”” Because every time you
even utter the word, the flood | am try-
ing to stop down here, with the sieve
that you have given me, turns into a
tidal wave. And, of course, it would al-
ways do so.

Now, we have been successful, those
of us who have been opposed to the
continuation, or an expansion, of this
concept of amnesty, expansion of what
is bureaucratically and legalistically
referred to as 245(i), those opposed to
245(i) expansion have been successful in
stopping it from actually occurring. It
came through the House here, and it
did pass the House by one vote but
failed in the Senate. Actually, it failed
because Senator BYRD put a hold on
the bill and it did not come up.

There is little sentiment in the Con-
gress of the United States for this con-
cept. The President has pushed it, but
there is little sentiment for it here.
And, frankly, | doubt that there is
going to be a major effort to push it
again through this Congress. There
may be, but | think that we would be
able to stop it.
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So what has happened as a result of
the fact that those people who want
open borders, those people who want to
reward people for having come into the
United States illegally? 1 mean, what
do they do next, | guess is the question.
Well, what they do next is to try to at-
tain the same goal only in a different
venue. Instead of coming through the
Congress with a bill to create an am-
nesty for people who are living here il-
legally and rewarding people for vio-
lating our law, a new strategy has been
hit upon.

Now, this strategy is a strategy that
has been employed by other govern-
ments, but in this case specifically, the
government of Mexico, and maybe I
should say other coconspirators in the
United States, people who are in league
with them, who believe that we should
abandon our borders and provide no
barrier whatsoever to the movement of
people, ideas, goods and services. But
the Mexican Government has decided
to use something to achieve the same
goal that they could not achieve by
coming through the Congress, and that
is the use of a card, an ID. It is referred
to as the matricula consular.

The matricula consular is an identi-
fication card that is given to nationals
of any country by their own govern-
ment. It is not unique to Mexico, and
Mexico has actually been using them
for a long, long, long time. What has
changed in the last year and a half or
so is that Mexico has decided to go big
time into this particular kind of en-
deavor, that is to say, to distribute as
many of these Mexican identification
cards as possible to Mexican nationals
living in the United States.

Now, again, my colleagues might say,
well, so what? What has that got to do
with amnesty? Well, here is the deal.
Everyone realizes, everyone realizes,
that there is only one purpose for this
card. There is really only one reason
why someone would need this card in
the United States, and that is if you
are here illegally. It is a passport for il-
legal aliens. We know there are be-
tween 13 and 20 million people living in
this country illegally, the vast major-
ity being Mexican nationals. So the
Mexican Government has already dis-
tributed, by their own count, about 1.4
million of these ID cards in the United
States.

Now, as | say, they have the right to
do that. No one is suggesting that Mex-
ico cannot give an ID card to their na-
tionals living anywhere. But what is
peculiar about this whole thing is that
they then went to their consular of-
fices throughout the United States and
they said, your job, if you are a Mexi-
can consular official, is to go out into
the States for which you have some re-
sponsibility and begin to lobby those
States and begin to lobby the cities,
the counties, the police departments to
get those entities to accept this card
from anyone who presents it for a valid
form of identification.

And this has been enormously suc-
cessful. They have been successful in
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